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EXTRACT 

SUBJECT: USNS Longview and USNS Sunnyvale Ships 

2. In support of the MOL Program, a requirement exists for a 
primary recovery ship with helicopter capability to be located 
at forty (40) degrees South Latitude to effect astronaut, data 
and spacecraft retrieval in the event of a Mode-C abort during 
ascent (MOL Preliminary Manned Recovery Requirements Document, 
15 March 1967). The capabilities inherent in the Sunnyvale and 
Longview appear adequate to meet MOL needs. The MOL require
ments are visualized for approximately thirty (30) days' use 
at approximately five (5) month interval s. This includes time 
to depart the Hawaiian area and arrive on station in time for 
prelaunch and launch station keeping. Immediately after insertion 
into orbit, the requirement for this particular primary recovery 
ship no longer exists, and the ship will be free to depart for 
operations not connected with MOL on-orbit or recovery operations. 

3. The support of the MOL Program would be a new requirement 
imposed on the use of the Longview and Sunnyvale; therefore, 
the possibility of schedule conflict with ongoing commitments 
is recognized and poses a possible problem. The present MOL 
schedule requires support in approximately three (3) years. 

4. It is my understanding that these ships wi l l be in the 
five (5) year force and financial plan and wil l be part of 
the Satel lite Control Facility capabilities in the 1973 time 
period. Any discussion of the f uture use of these ships 
should recognize the request for support by the MOL Program. 
In reviewing the requirements for ship support for the MOL 
Program, this topic was discussed with Dr. Flax, General Stewart 
and Dr. Yarymovych. 

5. Recognizing that further detailed planning with regard to 
actual ship employment is impossible at this time, request 
that this be considered in the formulation of plans for the use 
of the Longview and Sunnyvale. 

signed 
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MEMORANDUM FOR GENERAL KRONAUER 

SUBJECT: USNS Sunnyvale and Longview 

There have been many discussions recently concerning the 
Surface Recovery Units Sunnyvale and Longview. These discus
sions concerned the existence, funding, control and allocation 
of these ships in support of various programs. 

As you know, these ships primarily support the programs under 
the management of the Director of Special Projects, OSAF. Al
though there had been some question concerning the des irability of 
retaining these ships in service, DDR&E and SAFRD have directed 
their retention in an active status and funding as a part of AFSCF. 
The operation and control, however~ (except as amended below) 
will continue to be an AFWTR responsibility. The primary mission 
of these two ships to support the projects under General Martin's 
direction has not changed; however .. in order to ensure that this 
support is responSive to the requirements of SAFSP the following 
guidance is provided: 

1. The USNS Sunnyvale and Longview will not support other 
tha-CSpecial Projects activities unless specifically released to do so 
by the Director of Special Projects, OSAF. 

2. The maintenance and withdrawal schedules for the Sunnyvale 
and Longview must be coordinated with the Director of Special Projects .. 
OSAF. 

3. All modifications to the Sunnyvale and Longview must have 
the prior concurrence of the Director of Special Projects, OSAF. 

Please contact General Martin di.rectly concerning the detailed 
implementation of the above guidance. 

The Air Force Western Test Range plays a vital role in the conduct 
of these programs which are of the highest national importance and 
urgency. We believe that the implementation of the above guidance will 
ensure that these programs are supported in consonance with their 
significance to the Air Force. 
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